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# 3 

Diversity of terms 

 

Natural ethics, bioethics, geoethics, ecological ethics, 

ecosocial ethics, creation ethics, environmental ethics 

 

Does the term "environment" imply a functional perspective related to 

humans and their interests of use?  

 

Environment is that which is perceived, experienced, used and 

shaped as such by living beings (relational focus).  

 

The sober concept of environment is politically and internationally 

connectable. It is broadly based and integrates important fields such 

as technology assessment. 

1. What is environmental ethics? 
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In its deepest dimension, environmental ethics is a critical examination of 

the project of modernity, which is characterized by progress, 

rationalism, mechanization and striving for prosperity.  

 

Not a few environmental ethicists consider this fundamentally 

questionable out of concern for the integrity of nature.  

 

Thus, profound tensions arise within environmental ethics, insofar as it is 

understood partly as a counter-discourse to modernity and partly as 

a source of impulses for "ecological modernization". 

1. What is environmental 

ethics? 

Environmental ethics is an examination of the  

ambivalences of the "project of modernity". 
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Normative preliminary decisions are hidden in the way seemingly 

neutral, objective facts are perceived.  

 

Environmental ethics therefore needs a scientific-theoretical approach 

in order to uncover the perspectivizations and valuations associated with 

the analytical models used in each case and to make them accessible to 

an ethical discourse.  

 

The basic methodological question of environmental ethics is located in 

the transition from situation descriptions to moral postulates. 

 

Central to this is the avoidance of the "naturalistic fallacy", which 

concludes from facts to values. 

1. What is environmental 

ethics? 

The naturalistic fallacy 
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Environmental ethics systematically has to do with the socialization of 

natural burdens (U. Beck).  

 

The destruction of natural spaces as well as the exploitation of natural 

resources leads to social exclusions and burdens at the same time.  

 

Therefore, every environmental ethic today must be ecosocial.  

 

It is precisely the interweaving of social - i.e. interpersonal or societal - 

with ecological processes that is the subject of environmental ethics in 

a special way. 

1. What is environmental 

ethics? 

Socialization of natural stresses 
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Conceptual guiding principles of environmental ethics:  

 

Resource justice, intergenerational responsibility, risk literacy, 

animal ethics, and sustainability. 

 

 

Central fields of action:  

 

Energy transition, green genetic engineering, consumer  

ethics, population development, and education for  

sustainable development.  

 

1. What is environmental 

ethics? 
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There are three basic justification models of environmental ethics 

Source: Uta Ehser 

2. Justification types of 

environmental ethics  
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prudence 

happiness 

justice 

Not to saw of the  

brach we are  

sitting on 

Living in and with  

nature as part of  

a good life 

Whom are we  

obligated or  

indepted?  
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Types of environmental ethical justification 

From Anthropocentrism to Anthroporelationality 

Anthropocentric approach: 

 

Ecological demands are justified in terms of human needs and living 

conditions, with more recent focus on global contexts and future generations.  

Pathocentric approach: 

 

The goal is to avoid suffering, taking into account all living beings that can feel 

pleasure and pain as subjects of their own moral rights. This approach unfolds its 

concern especially in the field of animal ethics. 
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Types of environmental ethical justification 

From Anthropocentrism to Anthroporelationality 

Biocentric approach:  

 

Every living being has a principally equal right to respect for its basic 

needs necessary for survival and development.  

Physiocentric Approach:  

 

The physiocentric model ties its understanding of nature to  

religious-mythical and romantic traditions and on this basis  

and seeks on this basis a "peace with nature". (Meyer-Abich 1986) 

"Reverence for life gives me the basic principle of morality, that the good 

consists in the preservation, promotion, and enhancement of life, and that the 

destruction, harm, and inhibition of life is evil." (Schweitzer 1990, 17) 
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Ecological enlightenment of anthropocentrism 

Nature has an intrinsic value. It has brought forth man and will outlast him; the 

question of its usefulness therefore concerns only a relatively narrowly defined aspect of 

the human relationship to nature. 

The aesthetic, mystical, or ontological quality claimed for nature as such can never be 

detached from its relation to the culturally mediated forms of perception of the human 

subject. (Höhn 1997, 271-274) 

Only man can be the subject of moral responsibility and thus the addressee of moral 

appeals. He has an unconditional dignity, not on the basis of certain naturally tangible 

characteristics that can also be attributed to other living beings or natural things, but as a 

person and thus as a moral subject called to freedom and responsibility. (Vogt 1997, 333-368).  

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Ecological enlightenment of anthropocentrism 

Christian ethics can counter the environmental-ethical criticism that not anthropocentrism 

as such, but rather the loss of its theological connection in the secular 

anthropocentrism of modern times has led to a one-sided instrumental relationship to 

nature. (Irrgang 1992, 17) 

With regard to the content criteria of the approach to nature, anthropocentrism requires an 

"ecological enlightenment". (Höhn 1994, 16; Hasted 1991, 9-24.151-203.283-292) 

4. 

5. 
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Ecological enlightenment of 

anthropocentrism 

The depth dimension of ecological ethics is an inquiry to anthropology. It demands that 

humans understand themselves anew as natural beings, as part of nature, and overcome 

dualistic conceptions.  

6. 

7 The core of the challenge is not the determination of a new "center" of ethics, but a new 

way of thinking. This can be described as "interconnectedness" (retinity). It is the 

key principle of ethics in the claim of sustainability.  

 

2. Justification types of 

environmental ethics 
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Map of natural ethics 

What is the 

value of nature? 

instrumental 

value 

e.g. for the satisfaction of basic 

human needs (basic needs 

argument) 

intrinsic 

value 

eudaimonistic intrinsic value 

aesthetic intrinsic value 

(aesthetic argument) 

Holiness (Argument from the 

meaning of life) 

Home value 

(identity argument) 

moral intrinsic value 
sentient nature 

(suffering 

argument) 

purposive nature 

(teleological argument) 

whole nature 

(holistic argument) Source: A. Krebs 

physiocent

ric 

value 

anthropo

centric 

value 
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Theological Precedents of the 

Anthropocene Concept 
 

Coining of the term by Paul Crutzen 

Precursor concepts: A. Stoppani, E. Haeckel,  

T. de Chardin, H. Markl 

 

Core statement: With man a new dynamic has 

come into the history of evolution / creation.  

  

          cognitive change in the self-perception of man: at the same     

          time diagnosis, prophecy, warning, hope, appeal 

  

3. Christian Environmental 

Ethics in the Anthropocene 
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A change in the dynamics of the Earth system  
 

"The state of the Earth system in the Holocene era, that is, in the past 

nearly 12,000 years, is the only one that mankind has experienced in 

its history of civilization to date. [...] this favorable state is at risk." 

(Gerten/Schellnhuber 2016) 

High pressure to act, but at the same time also reason to think more 

fundamentally about the future of mankind and our model of society. 

 

 

 Struggle for Gaia: "Settling down in  

 the ruins of modernity" (Bruno Latour).  

3. Christian Environmental 

Ethics in the Anthropocene 
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Re-framing of environmental discourse through the Anthropocene: new 

time horizons, deep dynamics of change processes, changes in 

society as a whole. 

 

Risk-taking as a guiding concept of ethics  

     for the Anthropocene 

 

Importance of human rights? Climate protection as a right  

     of freedom (BVfG April 2021) 
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A changed form of ethical questioning 

3. Christian Environmental  

Ethics in the Anthropocene 
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A new framework of thought 

 
"The goal of ethical reflection is not only, and perhaps not even in 

advance, an instruction for action, but the work on a framework of 

thought that also includes a second-order knowledge, 

consequently a reflection on how to think appropriately about this 

phenomenon in the first place." (Ostheimer) 

 

The Anthropocene concept has the potential to become "the  

most relevant philosophical, religious, anthropological, and [...] 

political concept in moving away from terms like 'modernity‘”  

(Latour) 
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3. Christian Environmental  

Ethics in the Anthropocene 
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Reconciliation with the earth as a new justice issue. 

 

"It is high time that societies around the world make addressing 

the ethical issues in the Anthropocene a priority. [...] 

 

Justice today must be spelled out as a question of planetary 

relations of cooperation and distribution. [...]  

 

Reconciliation with the earth is the new question of  

justice." (Heidel) 

19 

3. Christian Environmental 
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Taming the power 

 

The biblical narrative of man's dominion over the earth has 

found a new linguistic expression in the Anthropocene.  

 

It is recapitulated and expanded as a geoscientific "reality 

narrative."  

 

The expansion of power tips over into its opposite  

without a "reclamation of power over power“. 

(Guardini). 
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The Anthropocene as metaphor 

 

"The idea of the Anthropocene is also developing into a 

metaphor for the relationship between nature and man. 

The latter was initially at the mercy of nature.  

This changed with the growth of the world's population due to 

medical and technological advances.  

Mankind increased its power over nature; this is the 

distinguishing mark of the Anthropocene era.  

But if we just keep increasing our power, both nature and 

humanity will become losers." (Crutzen). 
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Another way of being-in-the-world. 

 

"Thinking in the Anthropocene [...] aims at thinking human life and 

non-human being as a common context." (Horn). 

 

According to Eva Horn, the concept of the Anthropocene is "about 

nothing more and nothing less than another way of being-in-the-

world." It is important to understand the human being no longer as the 

crown of creation, but as a participant in networks. 
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Changed focus of the question of freedom 

 

"The failure of the Enlightenment's grand narrative of progress in the 

Anthropocene, its slide into the technological mania for feasibility and 

into the economic immoderation of modernity, in other words, poses 

anew the old ethical question of freedom and responsibility:  

It is no longer just about the relationship of humans to each other, but 

also about the relationship of Homo sapiens to the  

earth."  

(Hamilton) 

 

23 

3. Christian Environmental 

Ethics in the Anthropocene 

28.05.2021 Prof. Dr. Markus Vogt, Chair of Christian Social Ethics, LMU 



Summary 

Environmental Ethics as an Interdisciplinary Challenge for the European Academy 

of Sciences 

 

Tension: The technical-scientific shaped civilization has led to the  

      exploitation of nature. 

 

At the same time, engineers and natural scientists are part of the solution: renunciation 

alone is not enough. In history, it was primarily technical inventions that led to 

environmental relief. 

 

But these must be combined with a culture of sufficiency and a consistent orientation and 

consistency (e.g. renewable energies). 

 

Christian environmental ethics essentially relies on creativity (creatio continua; man as 

cooperator oft the creator).  

# 24 

Innovation ethics: offensive, creative and risk-sensitive  
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