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Environmental studies has long been an interdisciplinary field of inquiry, but
the landscape is shifting, both literally and metaphorically. As the concen-
tration of greenhouse gases in Earth’s atmosphere captures more and more
of the sun’s energy and as the byproducts of human industrial activity (e.g.
petrochemicals, radioactive isotopes, concrete, and waste) become increas-
ingly omnipresent, scholars concerned about these developments are explor-
ing new territories. As the map of environmental scholarship is being reimag-
ined, the environmental humanities have emerged as a critical site of intellec-
tual exchange, especially in addressing the complex conceptual space afforded
by the still young idea that we live in a new geological era, the Anthropocene.
Many scholars of religion contribute to conversations in the environmental
humanities, but there have to date been but few publications that explicitly
treat the place of religion in the Anthropocene.

Thus, Religion in the Anthropocene comes as timely and constructive contri-
bution.The very idea of a newgeological era inwhichhumanbeings are thepri-
mary driver of environmental change is itself rife with religious meaning: both
scientific and popular accounts the Anthropocene carry within them tremen-
dous eschatological, ethical, and theologico-historical baggage. By bringing
together a range of perspectives on the religious dimension of the Anthro-
pocene, the volume’s editors have substantively expanded a critical conversa-
tion about the theological ramifications of a world in which human beings
are the primary driver of environmental change. This volume helps clarify
the importance of religion and theology to the environmental humanities
and meaningfully advances the broader conversation about this brave new
world geophysicists assertmay be upon us. The seventeen essays that comprise
the volume are arranged in six sections: theoretical considerations, historical
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background, philosophical analyses, theological analyses, ethical issues, and
sociopolitical issues. This structure affords a helpful framework for readers,
although there is significant overlap among and between the various group-
ings. The overall quality of the chapters conjoined in this volume is quite high,
though several stand out as likely to influence how environmental humanists
grapple with the Anthropocene’s religious implications.

Among the standouts is theological ethicist Michael Northcott’s chapter,
which develops a profound, even cagey, historical context by placing Paul
Crutzen, the atmospheric chemist generally credited with popularizing the
term ‘Anthropocene’, in comparison to John Ruskin, the giant of 19th century
British Romanticism. Both figures offer a prophetic call to contain the forces
of industry in respect of biophysical limits, yet Ruskin’s more fully articulated,
but decidedly Victorian moral theology helps indicate the ways in which our
vision of the Anthropocene remains incomplete. Sigurd Bergmann’s chapter
also makes a unique contribution by articulating a theoretical methodology
for engaging different aspects of the role of religion in climate change dis-
course. This methodology includes attention to the role of religions in gener-
atingmoral authority, the power of religious networks and economies, and the
potential of religion to mobilize collective social action.

One of the volume’s most impressive chapters is Maria Antonoccio’s close
reading of the discourse related to the “good Anthropocene” and the “bad
Anthropocene,” arguing that the moral positions with which these two frames
are associated is in factmuchmore complicated thanappears at first glance. For
those looking to link political theology and continental philosophy, Stephan
Skrimshire’s chapter applies Derrida’s notion of “archive fever” to conversa-
tions about the Anthropocene’s historical limits. His problematization of the
Anthropocene as a conjectural era that we imagine as something remembered,
even discovered, by others in the distant future, speaks in subtle ways to the
strange yearning for obliteration found in such popular accounts as AlanWeis-
man’sTheWorldWithoutUs. The volume also includes a number of other excel-
lent chapters and distinguished contributions from leading figures in the field,
including those from co-editors Celia Deane-Drummond and Markus Vogt, as
well as from Bronislaw Szersynski, Agustin Fuentes, Christoph Baumgartner,
and David JosephWellman.

For readers of Worldviews, this is sure to be an important and useful book.
However, it is not without its imperfections, of which I will indicate three.
First, the category “religion” is deployed throughout the volume as a stable
conceptual category, but almost without exception, specific points of analy-
sis focus on Christian and post-Christian modes of thought. Only on occasion
do the chapters scrutinize what is to be counted as “religion.” Contributing
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authors are drawn exclusively from the North Atlantic (and Australian) aca-
demic milieu. For continental philosophers of religion and critical theorists
interested in questions of transcendence and immanence in late-modern cap-
italist societies, this conceptual proximity of “religion” and “theology” may not
present a problem. But for those hoping to wishing to draw on traditions other
than Christianity in an exploration of religion in the Anthropocene, this vol-
ume will not satisfy. Reading these essays in compliment with scholarship that
offers a different geographic and cultural perspective would seem a necessary
counterbalance (e.g. Prasanjit Duara’s The Global Crisis of Modernity or Debo-
rah Danowski and Eduardo Vivieros de Castro’s The Ends of theWorld).

Second, although I situate this collection within the environmental human-
ities, many of the included essays merely gesture toward social scientific ap-
proaches. Marisa Ronin’s lone chapter on American Evangelicalism makes the
need for more empirical analyses palpable. Debates about the Anthropocene
are often densely theoretical, but these debates are hardly foreign to religious
institutions and spiritual communities. What kinds of religious engagements
with the question of the Anthropocene are emerging; where and why?

Third, as is often true with edited volumes, the various chapters resonate
with one another, but are never put in systematic conversation. Despite some
helpful associative ruminations in the Foreword and Introduction, this reader
wishes the volume had included a conclusion or had developed a more cross-
cutting thematic analysis in the Introduction.

These criticisms are to be expected: it is impossible for an edited volume
to gather a radical plurality of methods and approaches and conjoin these
cohesively. The flaws evident in Religion in the Anthropocene are more than
compensated for by its strengths and originality. As one of the first books to
systematically treat the religious dimension of the Anthropocene, this collec-
tion effectively sets the agenda for future scholarship; it opens new intellectual
territory and simultaneously reveals what kinds of questions are missing from
European and North American academic conversations on the topic.
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